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Proposal in Brief

A community based project reflecting on local building types, mythology and materials in Baile 
Bhúirne focusing on serving the entire community of the greater Múscraí Gaeltacht.

This proposal includes the development of a site in Baile Bhúirne using subtle groundworks to 
create a contemporary ringfort. This will be clad in stones collected through engagement with 
all primary and secondary schools in the Múscraí Gaeltacht, from Baile Bhúirne, Cúil Aodha, 
Ré na nDoirí, Cill na Martra and Béal Átha an Ghaorthaidh.
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Method

Our project takes its primary inspiration from three Irish words that we feel best represent the 
spirit of the community in Muscraí. Each phase of our proposal aspires to imbue a sense of these 
words in our work.

 Meitheal 

The coming together of neighbours and friends to achieve feats not possible by the individual.

 Seanchas

The sharing of story and song, the nurturing and celebration of the collective imagination. 

 Béaloideas

The oral tradition, the dissemination of a communal body of knowledge from generation to generation.

Firstly, we propose the running of workshops in all schools in Múscraí, asking students to bring in 
a stone from their home. We will encourage students to collect stories, ideas and fragments of 
the mythological and historical heritage of Múscraí and inscribe them with paint on the stones. 
The inscription could be simply their name, their family tree, an image of their favourite local 
place etc. the intention being to encourage the children to examine their community.

Subsequently we propose the building of a contemporary ringfort in the village of Baile 
Bhúirne, with the painted stones and accessible to all members of the community. We propose 
the employment of local craftspeople to contribute to the project and run workshops, the 
participation of which will give members of the Gaeltacht a sense of pride and ownership of the 
art piece. The intention is that this will be a space to gather and contemplate the past, present 
and future identity of Muscraí.

This ringfort will incorporate locally sourced native trees and planting, and will be designed and 
constructed in such a manner that minimum maintenance will be required in allowing the space 
to naturally succumb to the landscape over time.

We propose that all materials and labour are sourced from within the Gaeltacht, to support the 
local economy while reducing the carbon footprint of the project.

We propose the title ‘Taisceadán Ama’ meaning a place of safekeeping for time, or time locker, 
representing the nature of the project and its express interest in acting as a time capsule that 
contains the historical, cultural and mythological identity of Baile Bhúirne and greater Muscraí.
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Proposed Outcomes

We expect this project to encourage the residents of Muscraí to reflect on local story, song, 
landscape and materials, through a space created by community collaboration built to stand in 
the Gaeltacht as a testament to the past, present and future cultural vibrancy of Muscraí, one 
that is open to evolution and contribution from all that call this beautiful place home.

Birds eye view of proposed scheme3
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1. field  

3. planting

2. site works, earth dug

project in 6 steps
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4. stone wall building 

6. back to nature

5. occupied by the 
    community 

6



conceptual art [computer generated]
proposed materiality
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Local archaeology
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Ringforts and Stone building in Ireland
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go raibh maith agat as ár dtogra a léamh
thank you for reading our proposl


